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Homeless Students 
 
In accordance with state and federal law, Colorado Early Colleges’ (CEC) Governing Board 
(Board) desires to remove barriers to the identification, enrollment, and retention of homeless 
students in CEC schools. Homeless students are not to be segregated or stigmatized, and 
decisions on admission shall be made in the best interest of the student. 

 
Each homeless student shall have access to and shall be provided education services for which the 
student is eligible, comparable to services provided to other students at CEC schools, including 
summer school, career programs, technical education programs, gifted education programs, and 
school nutrition programs. Transportation services for homeless students shall be provided in 
accordance with applicable law. 

 
CEC shall coordinate with local social services agencies and other agencies or programs providing 
services to homeless students as needed. CEC’s Chief Executive Administrator (CEA), or 
designee, shall designate a homeless student liaison at each campus who shall fulfill the duties 
required of the position as set forth in state and federal law. The primary functions of the local 
liaison shall be to mediate disputes concerning school enrollment, assist in making transportation 
arrangements, assist in requesting the student's records, provide information and give referrals on 
services and opportunities, and assist any unaccompanied youth with enrollment, credit accrual, 
and college readiness decisions. 
 
The CEA, or designee, shall be responsible for making reasonable determinations as to whether a 
student is a homeless student in accordance with the criteria established in law. CEC will provide 
training and other technical assistance to the local liaison(s) and other appropriate school staff 
regarding CEC’s obligations to homeless students. 
 
Enrollment and school stability  
 
A homeless student is deemed to reside, and may enroll and attend school in the district where the 
child is presently located, or the district in which the student attended school prior to becoming 
homeless. 
 
Enrollment is immediate even if the homeless student lacks records routinely required prior to 
enrollment or has missed application of enrollment deadlines. CEC will make arrangements to 
obtain any necessary records and to have the student receive any necessary immunizations. 
When feasible CEC shall seek immunization through no- or low-cost health care providers.  
  
 
 
 
 



Tuition and Fees 
 
A student defined in state and federal law as a homeless child or youth shall be admitted without 
payment of tuition or applicable fees. 
 
Enrollment Determination  
 
In making enrollment determinations, the CEA, or designee, shall consider all relevant factors in 
making a reasonable determination including but not limited to: 
 

• the best interests of the homeless student; 
• to the extent feasible, keeping the homeless student in the school of origin; 
• the wishes of the student and the student's parent/guardian if the student is in the custody 

of a parent/guardian;  
• the homeless student liaison for the CEC campus and the liaison for the district where the 

student is presently located; 
• the student's transportation needs related to various enrollment options (the district where 

the student is located and the district where the student will attend school must either agree 
on a method to apportion cost and responsibility for the student's transportation or share the 
cost and responsibility equally); 

• which school and/or district can best meet the student's educational and other service 
needs. 

 
Notice of Determination and Appeal  
 
The CEA, or designee, shall provide to the student, or the student's parent/guardian if the student 
is in the custody of a parent/guardian, a written explanation of CEC’s decision and of the right to 
appeal. If the CEA, or designee, determines that the homeless student shall attend a school other 
than the student's previous school or a school other than the one requested by the student's 
parent or guardian, the CEA, or designee, should also provide written explanation regarding that 
decision to the parent/guardian. 
 
Dispute Resolution   
 
If an enrollment dispute arises between the student's custodial parent/guardian (or the student not 
in custody of a parent/guardian) and CEC, the student shall be immediately enrolled in the school 
selected by the parent/guardian or student until the dispute is resolved. 

 
The parent/guardian (or student, if applicable) may appeal an enrollment determination made by a 
CEC Head of School to CEC’s homeless student liaison within 10 business days after receiving 
the written determination and notice of right-to-appeal. 

 
The liaison shall issue a written decision on the dispute within 5 business days of the receipt of the 
appeal and provide a written decision and notice of right-to-appeal to the Board to the 
parent/guardian (or student, if applicable). 

 
Within 5 business days of delivery of the liaison's decision and right-to-appeal notice, the 
parent/guardian (or student, if applicable) may appeal the decision to the Board. 
 
 



The Board shall issue a written decision on the dispute within 10 business days of the receipt of 
the appeal and provide the written decision and notice of right-to-appeal to the State Coordinator 
for the Education of Homeless Children and Youths to the parents/guardian (or student, if 
applicable). The decision of the State Coordinator shall be final. 

 
Transportation  
 
Subsequent to a determination that the student shall attend CEC, a request for transportation may 
be made by the unaccompanied youth or by the student's parent/guardian.  

 
All transportation services shall be comparable to those provide for other students at the students 
CEC campus. 

 
 
 

Legal References: 
20 U.S.C. § 1232g (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act). 
20 U.S.C. § 6313 (c)(3) (reservation of Title I funding for homeless children and youths). 
42 U.S.C. § 11431 et seq. (McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act-Education for Homeless Children and Youth, 
as amended by No Child Left Behind Act of 2001). 
C.R.S. § 22-1-102.5 (definition of homeless child). 
C.R.S. § 22-32-109 (1)(dd) (duty to adopt/revise policies to remove barriers to access and success in schools 
for homeless children). 
C.R.S. § 22-33-103.5 (attendance of homeless children). 
C.R.S. § 26-5.7-101 et seq. (Homeless Youth Act). 

 
 
Policy References: 
Enrollment  
Attendance 

 
 
 


